Occupational asthma due to the pyrolysis products of polyvinyl chloride (PVC) produced by shrink wrapping processes has previously been reported. The first case of occupational asthma in a shrink wrap worker using a different plastic, polyethylene, is reported; the association was confirmed by specific bronchial provocation testing.
Meat wrapper's asthma due to the thermal degradation products produced by polyvinyl chloride (PVC) used for shrink wrapping was first described in 1973.' Subsequent work has implicated acid anhydrides (from label adhesives) and pyrolysis products from soyabean oil incorporated into the PVC wrapping2 as possible causative agents. Occupational asthma caused by the pyrolysis products of polyethylene has been suggested3 but not confirmed. We describe a worker with occupational asthma due to polyethylene, the association being confirmed by specific bronchial provocation testing.
Case report An 18 year old paper packer, who was atopic and a non-smoker and had pre-existing well controlled asthma, started work on a shrink wrap machine. The machine heats paper goods sealed in pure polyethylene sheeting (EXL 
